


















































































































Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

l\~r. Chairman, President Hojjatoleslam Seyed Mohammad Khatami
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

Assalamu Alaikum.
I have the honour to make this statement on behalf of Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Zia who has asked me to convey her profound regrets for haVing to cancel her schedule to
attend the Summit for health reasons preventing her from travelling.

I am happy to be present here in this historic and beautiful city of Tehran to attend
this Fourth D-8 Summit. Let me convey my heartfelt thanks to our hosts for their warm
welcome, gracious hospitality and the excellent arrangements made for this conference.

We are conscious of the huge tragedy that befell the city of BAM recently. We express
our heartfelt sorrow for the survivors and deeply mourn the departed souls. May Almighty
Allah grant the government and people of the Islamic RepUbliC of Iran and especially the
bereaved, the strength and fortitude to overcome this terrible loss.

Mr. Chainnan,
The D-8 holds out great prospects. Together they embrace a population of some 800

million people, represent 8.5 percent of the global GNP and embrace 4 percent of global
trade. Our countries span three continents. We are bound by commonalities in culture,
traditions, ideas and heritage. There is complimentarity in resource endowments, techno
economic capability. We are motivated by no political c0111pulsion. We only wish to promote
econonuc and cultural cooperation for the benefit of our people. In this effort our common
aim to move towards a dynamic economy, and further democratize our political institutions.

About seven years ago when this grouping was started in Istanbul in 1997, there was
doubt over its prospects and direction. Member-States were geographically dispersed. They
did not share ethnic links, common language or uniform political structures. The levels of
economic development were at great variance. Some felt that the scope for interaction was
severely constrained. However, others identified important areas of beneficial cooperation,
including in the filed of information and communication technology.

Among pertinent directions identified for D-8 countries were to seek guidance and
advice on trade, technology and developn1ent; to promote centres of excellence in all dreas of
cooperation; to establish networking among peoples, institutions and entities including
government, civil society, business and academia; to explore ways to pool financial, technical
and human resources for enhancing long-tern1 capabilities and above all, to build awareness
of the rationale for such cooperation. The overall ain1 was to generate momentum for the
Group to be self-sustaining.

Mr. Chairman,

We meet in Tehran today to reaffirm our cornmitment to promote the goals and
objectives we have nurtured since Istanbul, Dhaka and Cairo within the overall ambit of



promoting peace, solidarity, tolerance and mutual respect. In particular, we seek to
encourage dialogue and understanding mnong cultures and civilizations. This is necessary
for achieving a global consensus for building a new order in the new Millennium.

In Tehran we have identified the key challenges that require our undivided attention.
Prime among them is to face the rapid pace of globalisation. Its uneven impact has
marginalised developing countries and especially the least developed among them.
Alternative approaches should be followed to stem and reverse this tide. This is required for
ensuring economic growth, transparency and predictability, especially of financials flows.

Trade is another crucial challenge and there is need to sustain the WTO process after
the setback in Cancun. We need to cooperate closely to anticipate and meet the particular
concerns of D-S member states. vVe also should pursue the Millenniu111 Development Goals
for ensuring a better quality of life for our peoples. In this connection, D-8 may ensure the
ilnplelnentation of programmes and plans of actions of the 1990's cycle of UN Conferences.

Energy and ICT sectors, especially follow up of the WSIS recoffilnendations, are also
crucial for the D-8. Above all, is the need for effective coordination especially on global
issues and enhanCing our role in influencing the world's decision-111aking process.

Mr. Chair111an,
I am happy to note that a special session of the D-8 C0l1m1ission has thoroughly

reviewed our progress! especially since the Cairo SUl1unit in order to strengthen and
revitalise the activities of our Group. We welcome and endorse the several recolnmendations
it has ll1ade both with regard to strengthening coordination as well as substantive economic
cooperation.

ivIr. Chairman,

It is also heartening to note that advances have been made in specific areas of D-8
cooperation. A key indicator is that intra D-8 trade has increased by about 50 percent
between 1999 and 2002. We pay tribute to President Hosni ivlubarak who made intra D-8
trade promotion a prime thrust of Egypt's Chairn1anship.

The report of the Council of Ministers contains cause for optimis111. We recognize that
while a couple of initial projects had to be dropped for now, a number of new and promising
ideas are proposed. The thrust on expansion of intra-D8 trade finds its response in three
proposals - agreen1ents on preferential trade and customs n1atters proposed by Islamic
Republic of Iran! and the Central Banks Forum proposed by RepUblic of Indonesia. A
nun1ber of seminars and Ineetings are proposed to be hosted by me111ber States to explore
and strengthen cooperation in SOlne key areas.

The Business Forum has complen1ented the reC0111111endations of the Conm1ission for
re1110ving i111pedin1ents to the expansion of Lntra--D8 trade. This proves the dynamis111 in our
Group and its potential to playa positive :,ole.

:'vIr. Chairn1an!
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